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INFOSHEET: CULTURAL HERITAGE IMPACT ASSESSMENTS  
 
1.0 PURPOSE 

 
A Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (CHIA) is a report that documents a clear and 
traceable evaluation of the effects of a proposed new development or redevelopment on 
cultural heritage resources and/or their setting. If there are demonstrated adverse 
effects, the CHIA must describe the means by which the adverse effects can be 
minimized, mitigated or avoided. The primary goal of a CHIA is to ensure that the 
cultural heritage value of the property is conserved. 
 
Under the Urban Hamilton Official Plan (UHOP), a CHIA shall be required where the 
proposed development, site alteration, or redevelopment of lands has the potential to 
adversely affect the following cultural heritage resources through displacement or 
disruption: 

 Properties designated under any part of the Ontario Heritage Act or adjacent to 
properties designated under any part of the Ontario Heritage Act; 

 Properties that are included in the City of Hamilton Register of Property of 
Cultural Heritage Value or Interest (the Register) or adjacent to properties 
included in the Register; 

 A registered or known archaeological site or areas of archaeological potential; 

 Any area for which a cultural heritage conservation plan statement has been 
prepared; or, 

 Properties that comprise or are contained within cultural heritage landscapes that 
are included in the City of Hamilton’s Municipal Register of Property of Cultural 
Heritage Value or Interest. 

 
The UHOP also identifies that there may be cultural heritage properties that are not yet 
included in the City’s Register of Property of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest, nor 
designated under the Ontario Heritage Act, but have cultural heritage interest. The City 
shall ensure these non-designated and non-registered cultural heritage properties are 
identified, evaluated, and appropriately conserved. 
 
New development, site alteration or redevelopment may create disturbances or 
disruptions including, but not limited to: 
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 Demolition, removal, or any other damaging effects to buildings or structures of 
cultural heritage value or interest; 

 Disruption of the setting, context, landscape or layout of the cultural heritage 
resource; and, 

 Development of lands adjacent to cultural heritage resources that is not 
sympathetic to the adjacent property’s cultural heritage attributes. 

 
2.0 CONTENT 

 
Planning staff will inform the proponent during the Formal Consultation phase of any 
development application, whether the submission of a CHIA will be required prior to the 
submission of any subsequent applications under the Planning Act. The Assessment 
shall be undertaken by a qualified professional with demonstrated expertise in cultural 
heritage assessment, mitigation and management, and shall contain the following: 

a) a location plan showing and describing the contextual location of the site, an 
existing site plan, current floor plans of built structures where appropriate, a 
proposed site plan, proposed building elevations, and proposed interior plans; 

b) identification and evaluation of all potentially affected cultural heritage 
resource(s), including detailed site(s) history and a cultural heritage resource 

inventory containing textual and graphic documentation; 

c) a description of the proposed development or site alteration and alternative forms 
of the development and/or site alteration; 

d) a description of all cultural heritage resource(s) to be affected by the 
development and its alternative forms; 

e) a description of the effects upon the cultural heritage resource(s) by the 
proposed development and/or site alteration and its alternative forms; 

f) a description of the measures necessary to mitigate the adverse effects of the 
development and/or site alteration and its alternatives upon the cultural heritage 
resource(s), including: 

 the means by which the existing cultural heritage resources shall be 
integrated within the proposed development and/or site alteration; and, 

 the manner in which commemoration of cultural heritage resources to be 
removed shall be incorporated within the proposed development and/or 
site alteration. 

g) any photographic records, maps, or other documentary materials found during 
the historical research of the property as well as present-day photographs taken 
during research; and, 

h) a detailed list of cited materials. 



Infosheet: Cultural Heritage Impact Assessments 

Last Revision:  September 2014 
Page 3 of 3 

 
Any required CHIA report shall be submitted for review by Planning staff and the 
Hamilton Municipal Heritage Committee prior to acceptance of the report as being 
complete or the clearance of any conditions on any development approvals.  
 
2.1 SCOPED ASSESSMENTS 
 
At the discretion of Planning staff, the content of a CHIA may be scoped as follows: 
 

a) Where it has been adequately demonstrated that the conservation, rehabilitation 
and reuse of cultural heritage resources that have not yet been included in the 
City’s Register of Property of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest, nor designated 
under the Ontario Heritage Act, is not viable, the City may require that the 
affected resources be thoroughly documented for archival purposes at the 
expense of the applicant prior to demolition or removal. 
 

b) Where cultural heritage resources may be affected and staff is of the opinion that 
the potential impacts will be minor, the discussion of impacts to cultural heritage 
resources may be integrated into an Urban Design Brief or Urban Design Study.  

 
 
Note: Where a property is designated under Part IV or Part V of the Ontario Heritage 

Act, a Heritage Permit is required to be submitted prior to the issuance of a 
Building Permit. Accordingly, Planning staff recommends that the proponent 
consults with staff following the submission of a Formal Consultation application 
to determine the appropriate course of action to proceed with the proposal. 
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